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I N conlidering the Abbe Nolle ? s letters to Mr Frank- 
lin, I am obliged to pafs by all the experiments which 
are made with, or in, bottles hermetically fealed, or 
exhausted of air ; becaufe, not being able to repeat the 
experiments, I could not fecond any thing, which occurs 
to me thereon, by experimental proof. Wherefore, the 
firft point wherein I can dare to give my opinion, is in 
the Abbe’s 4 th letter, p. 66, where he undertakes to prove, 
that the eledtric matter palfes from one furface to another 
through the intire thicknefs of the glafs : He takes Mr 
Franklin's experiment of the magical pidture, and writes 
thus of it. When you eledtrife a pane of glafs coated 
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*' on both fides with metal, it is evident that whatever is 
« placed on the lide oppofite to that which receives the 
« eledlricity from the condudtor, receives alfo an evident 
“ eledtrical virtue.” Which Mr Franklin fays, is that e- 
qual quantity of eledtric matter, driven out of this fide, 
by what is received from the condudtor on the other lide ; 
and which will continue to give an eledtrical virtue, to 
any thing in contadt with it, till it is entirely difcharged 
of its eledtrical lire. To which the Abbe thus objedts : 

“ Tell me, fays he, I pray you, how much time is ne- 
celfary for this pretended difcharge ? I can allure you, 

“ that after having maintain’d the eledtrifation for hours, 

“ this furface, which ought, as it feems to me, to be en- 
<£ tirely difcharged of its eledtrical matter, conlidering ei- 
t( ther the vaft number of fparks that were drawn from it, 

“ or the time that this matter had been expofed to the adtion 
<c of the expullive caufe ; this furface, I fay, appeared ra- 
c< ther better eledlrifed thereby, and more proper to pro- 
“ duce all the effedts of an adtual eledtric body.” p. 68 . 

The Abbe does not tell us what thofe effedts were : all 
the effedts I could never obferve, and thofe that are to 
be obferved can ealily be accounted for, by fuppoling that 
fide to be entirely deftitute of eledtric matter. The molt 
fenfible effedt of a body charged with eledlricity is, that 
when you prefent your linger to it, a fpark will ilfue from 
it to your finger : Now when a phial, prepared for the 
Leyden experiment, is hung to the gun-barrel or prime- 
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